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If	you’re	anything	like	99%	of	everybody,	you	have	some	sort	of	PDF	viewing	software	installed	on	your	PC—but	did	you	realize	that	you	can	use	Google	Chrome	to	view	PDFs	from	your	PC?	It’s	easy!	We’re	showing	off	how	to	do	this	in	Windows,	but	theoretically	it	would	work	for	OS	X	or	Linux	as	well.	If	you’ve	tried	it,	let	us	know	in	the	comments.
Enabling	Google	Chrome	as	Your	Default	PDF	Reader	Start	off	by	right-clicking	on	any	PDF	file,	and	heading	to	the	“Open	with”	item	on	the	menu.	If	you	don’t	see	this,	you	can	usually	hold	Shift	and	right-click,	and	it	will	be	there.	This	will	bring	up	the	Open	with	dialog,	which	lets	you	choose	what	to	open	your	PDF	files	with,	but	sadly	Google
Chrome	isn’t	listed—but	no	matter,	you	can	just	click	the	Browse	button.	If	you	know	where	Google	Chrome	was	installed,	then	just	browse	to	that	location—otherwise,	you	can	right-click	on	the	Chrome	shortcut,	head	to	Properties,	and	then	Shortcut.	You’ll	see	the	location	in	the	Target	box	(best	bet	is	to	copy	and	paste	the	full	path).	Once	you’ve
selected	chrome.exe	and	clicked	the	OK	button,	you’re	done.	That’s	it.	Easy,	right?	And	now	when	you	double-click	on	your	PDF	file,	it’ll	launch	straight	in	Chrome.	Not	working?	Head	to	about:plugins	in	Chrome	and	make	sure	that	the	Chrome	PDF	Viewer	is	enabled.	For	the	purposes	of	this	article,	we’re	using	the	dev	channel	release	of	Chrome,	but
it	should	work	in	earlier	versions	as	well.	Note:	the	original	idea	for	this	article	came	from	Lee	Matthews	over	at	Download	Squad,	but	our	method	is	easier.	One	of	the	most	important	updates	in	Windows	10	is	the	introduction	of	Microsoft	Edge.	Not	only	was	it	introduced	as	Windows	10's	default	browser	to	replace	Internet	Explorer,	but	it	was	also
programmed	to	be	the	default	PDF	viewer.	This	latter	simply	means	that	Windows	10	users	will	automatically	use	this	application	when	they	open	PDF	files.	This	is	great	because	it	eliminates	the	need	to	install	a	third-party	PDF	viewer	that	could	potentially	bog	down	your	computer.	However,	those	who	frequently	use	the	PDF	file	format	may	find
Microsoft	Edge	a	little	bit	limited	in	its	capabilities.	Therefore,	if	you	have	more	dynamic	software	that	you	prefer	to	use	instead,	you	will	be	happy	to	know	that	you	can	change	the	default	PDF	viewer	on	Windows	10	so	that	your	PDF	documents	will	automatically	be	opened	in	the	software.	How	to	Change	Default	PDF	Viewer	in	Windows	10	There	are
two	ways	you	can	go	about	changing	the	default	PDF	viewer	in	Windows	10	–	using	File	Explorer	or	via	the	Control	Panel.	Both	are	easy	to	do	if	you	follow	these	steps:	Method	1.	Using	File	Explorer	Step	1.	Right	Click	Your	PDF	Right-click	on	a	PDF	file.	Click	on	"Open	with"	>	"Choose	another	app".	Step	2.	Change	Default	Viewer	A	pop-up	window
will	prompt	you	to	choose	your	preferred	software.	Tick	the	"Always	use	this	app"	check	box	and	click	"OK".	If	your	preferred	software	does	not	appear	in	the	pop-up	window,	click	on	"More	apps"	to	expand	the	list.	Scroll	down	until	you	see	the	"Look	for	another	app	in	this	PC"	link	and	click	on	it.	Find	and	select	your	preferred	software	to	set	it	to	the
default	PDF	viewer	in	Windows	10.	Method	2.	Using	Control	Panel	Step	1.	Open	Control	Panel	Open	your	PC's	Control	Panel	and	click	on	"Default	Programs".	Proceed	with	accessing	the	"Associate	a	file	type	or	protocol	with	a	program"	settings.	It	will	take	some	time	for	your	PC	to	load	all	your	file	formats.	Step	2.	Change	Default	Program	Find	the
.pdf	entry.	Highlight	its	row	and	click	the	"Change	program…"	button.	A	window	will	appear	to	prompt	you	into	choosing	the	preferred	default	PDF	viewer.	Step	3.	Confirm	Your	Settings	If	you	are	unable	to	see	the	preferred	PDF	viewer,	you	can	find	it	by	clicking	on	the	"More	apps"	link.	If	you	still	cannot	find	it,	scroll	down	and	click	the	"Look	for
another	app	in	this	PC"	link.	Once	you	have	located	the	software	that	you	want,	click	"Open"	to	set	it	as	the	default	PDF	viewer	on	your	PC.	Best	PDF	Viewing	and	Reading	Tool	on	Windows	10	For	a	value-for-money	PDF-related	software,	we	highly	recommend	Wondershare	PDFelement	-	PDF	Editor	because	of	its	comprehensiveness.	You	can	use	it	as
a	PDF	viewer,	PDF	converter,	PDF	editor	and	so	much	more!	There	is	plenty	of	editing	and	commenting	tools	for	you	to	add,	delete	and	edit	texts,	images,	and	pages.	For	viewing	PDF,	PDFelement	allows	you	to	view	documents	in	either	light	mode	or	dark	mode.	The	software	is	able	to	convert	PDFs	or	create	PDFs	from	and	to	many	formats	so	that
you	will	be	able	to	share	the	document	with	everyone	in	different	formats.	With	the	optional	OCR	Plugin,	you	will	be	able	to	turn	a	scanned	PDF	file	into	a	searchable	and	editable	file.	You	can	apply	an	Open	Password	or	Accessibility	Restrictions	with	the	help	of	this	software	to	protect	your	PDF	file	from	being	accessed	or	modified.	If	you	want	to
change	your	pdf	files	to	open	as	pdfelement	files,	you	can	right-click	the	PDF	file	and	click	the	properties	change	the	"Open	with"	as	Wondershare	PDFelement	.	Free	Download	or	Buy	PDFelement	right	now!	Free	Download	or	Buy	PDFelement	right	now!	Buy	PDFelement	right	now!	Buy	PDFelement	right	now!	Locked	~graffiti	•	LEGEND	,	Feb	09,
2017	Feb	09,	2017	You	need	to	reset	your	file	associations	so	that	your	system	uses	Reader	to	open	pdf	files.	It's	pretty	easy	to	do	but	varies	from	one	OS	to	the	other.	You	can	google	the	information	on	resetting	file	associations	and	find	instructions	or	you	could	let	us	know	what	OS	you	are	using	and	we	can	let	you	know	how	to	do	it.	2	Likes	Jump	to
answer	Nearly	every	computer	these	days	comes	with	a	PDF	viewer,	a	program	that	allows	you	to	read,	print,	and	sometimes	edit	a	PDF	file.	In	the	newest	versions	of	Windows	10,	the	default	PDF	viewer	is	Microsoft	Edge,	an	internet	browser.	Many	people	use	their	internet	browser	—	whether	it	be	Edge,	Chrome,	or	something	else	—	as	a
viewer.Others	might	use	a	dedicated	PDF	program,	like	Adobe	Acrobat	Reader	or	Foxit.	In	any	case,	Windows	10	always	sets	one	of	these	programs	as	the	default,	which	means	any	PDF	file	you	have	will	be	opened	with	that	program	automatically.If	you	want	to	change	your	default	PDF	viewer,	it'll	just	take	a	minute.	Here's	how	to	do	it.	Check	out
the	products	mentioned	in	this	article:Windows	10	(From	$139.99	at	Best	Buy)Lenovo	IdeaPad	130	(From	$299.99	at	Best	Buy)	How	to	change	your	default	PDF	viewer	in	Windows	101.	Boot	up	your	Windows	10	computer,	and	open	the	search	bar	at	the	bottom-left	of	the	screen.	2.	In	the	search	bar,	type	"Control	Panel"	and	launch	the	Control	Panel
application	when	it	appears	in	the	search	results.		Search	for	the	Control	Panel	app	in	your	desktop	search	bar.	Taylor	Lyles/Business	Insider	3.	In	the	Control	Panel,	click	on	"Programs,"	then	search	for	the	section	that	reads	"Default	programs,"	and	click	on	it.	This	will	launch	a	page	that	reads	"Default	apps"	at	the	top.	4.	In	"Default	apps,"	click	on
"Choose	default	apps	by	file	type."		Scroll	down	in	"Default	apps"	and	select	"Choose	default	apps	by	file	type."	Taylor	Lyles/Business	Insider	5.	Scroll	down	and	look	for	the	.pdf	file	type,	located	in	the	"Extensions"	section.	The	file	types	are	alphabetized.	The	"Default	apps	by	file	type"	menu	is	alphabetized	from	A	to	Z,	so	scroll	down	until	you	reach
the	PDF	section.	Taylor	Lyles/Business	Insider	6.	Click	on	the	current	default	program	associated	with	PDFs.	A	small	window	will	open,	asking	you	to	choose	a	new	default	PDF	viewer.	There,	you	can	choose	from	the	ones	already	available	on	your	computer,	or	browse	the	Microsoft	Store	for	a	new	one.	Choose	an	app	or	find	a	different	one	in	the
Microsoft	Store.	Taylor	Lyles/Business	Insider	Once	you	select	your	new	viewer,	all	PDFs	on	your	computer	will	open	with	that	program	by	default.	Their	icons	might	also	change	to	match	the	icon	of	that	new	program.	Related	coverage	from	How	To	Do	Everything:	Tech:	Uses	HTML5	to	display	PDF	files	directly	in	the	browser.PDF.js	is	a	Portable
Document	Format	(PDF)	viewer	that	is	built	with	HTML5.	PDF.js	is	community-driven	and	supported	by	Mozilla	Labs.	Our	goal	is	to	create	a	general-purpose,	web	standards-based	platform	for	parsing	and	rendering	PDFs.	This	extension	provides	PDF.js	as	the	default	PDF	viewer	in	Chrome.	If	you	want	to	use	this	viewer	to	view	local	files,	visit
chrome://extensions/?id=oemmndcbldboiebfnladdacbdfmadadm	and	put	a	check	before	"Allow	access	to	file	URLs".	Please	report	any	issues	at	Don't	have	a	Github	account?	I	also	accept	feedback	at	rob@robwu.nl	Known	issue:	PDF	files	generated	via	a	form	(POST	request)	cannot	be	viewed.	Contains	opt-out	telemetry	since	version	1.5.285,	see
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